Summary. The Introduction.
Summary. The effect of a high dietary level of polyunsaturated fat was tested on the growth of three different colon cancer cell lines injected subcutaneously into syngeneic rats. This effect was also tested on the in vitro cytolytic activity of resident peritoneal macrophages, natural or endotoxin and/or indomethacin-modulated. A 12 % corn oil dietary supplement had no effect in any of the cases tested.
Introduction.
A high level of dietary fat, particularly polyunsaturated fat, has been shown to have a promotional effect on colon carcinogenesis in rodents (Reddy, Weisburger and Winder, 1974 ; Reddy and Maeura, 1984) . The proposed mode of action is through the effect of fat on luminal bile acids and the prostaglandin IPG) level (these are synthesized from polyunsaturated fatty acids) which may modulate the immune response (Johnston, 1985) . (Jeannin, Olsson and Martin, 1983 Locniskar et al. (1986) High caloric diets have been shown to increase the incidence of spontaneous tumors in rats (Turnbull, Lee and Roe, 1985) . In the present experiments, the diets were not isocaloric, the high-fat diet providing more calories than the normal one. In this respect, the rats fed the high-fat diet reduced their food intake, probably to equilibrate caloric intake. However, the high-fat diet did not increase tumor cell growth.
An effect of dietary fat on colon cancer through a modulation of PG synthesis has been suggested but data in the literature are controversial. While Pollard and Luckert (1980) and Narisawa et al. (1984) 
